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                        From the President's Desk

This newsletter marks the end of the school year and
summer holidays are just a breath away. Our focus has
been on scholarships and helping families get back on their
feet after the hurricane.
Due to generous donors, we were able to buy material to
pour concrete floors for eight families, rebuild roofs for
three, purchase portable stoves for six and buy 30-kg
propane tanks for four. We distributed over 50 mattresses
as well as clothing, shoes, backpacks sheets and blankets
and disbursed 13,000 litres of drinking water. None of us
ever want to see another hurricane! Check out more photos
of these families here and here.
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GoodSearch
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In our April newsletter. I wrote about a family who recently
moved to La Paz with their four children and were
temporarily living in a relative's home in tents on the hard
ground. Not long ago, they were able to buy some land, built
temporary housing, while their "real" home gets slowly built.
As with most families in poverty, things get attended to
little by little when the financial resources are available.
Their temporary home has only one bed and very little space
and the parents sleep in a tent outside. Our charity gave
them the material to pour a concrete floor and metal sheets
for the roof for their "real" home. They hope to have the
walls up in another month and then the roof. Progress!
Photos
Did you know that since our scholarship program began in
2006, thirteen students have graduated from high school,
eight have gone on to university, one student won an award
in high school to study English in Belize for a year, and one
student is enrolled a PhD program?
And from the first year of junior high to the last year of
high school, one student will complete 950 hours of
community service with us?
Here's a sobering statistic. At least 21 percent of all
Mexican youth between the ages of 7 and 14 give up school
because they are forced to work, according to a new study
released by UNESCO. Here's another:
36% of schools in Mexico have no sewage/drainage
systems
24% of schools aren't connected to any municipal
water system
10% of schools have no bathrooms
8% of schools have no electricity
67.7% of schools have no computers for educational
purposes
82% of schools have no Internet access
The role of schools is to prepare students for a productive
future. It was shocking to read of the high percentage of

file:///C|/...uments/Dropbox/docs/web/sites/client/careforkidslapaz/How%20A%20Solar%20Panel%20Found%20A%20Good%20Home.htm[06/07/2015 3:37:32 PM]

Mexican schools that don't have internet access - that
includes La Paz - considering that the majority of homework
needs to be accomplished using the internet.
Poverty is identified as one of the main reasons children
drop out of school. It's difficult to stay in school when
money doesn't stretch far enough to pay for school supplies,
school uniforms, shoes, tuition and bus fare. Yet, some of
the children do exceptionally well academically despite their
home situation. Staying in school is the key to a better life.
Education is an effective way to reduce poverty and
inequality.
This year, a number of new students with excellent marks
have applied for a scholarship for the 2015-2016 school
year. (See header photo for current and new students) One
girl summed up her reasons for wanting a scholarship, "To
be someone in life." It's a beautiful aspiration, isn't it?
It wasn't an easy thing to have to tell these potential
scholarship students that without a sponsor, our charity may
not be able to give them the scholarship they so desperately
want. But I did promise that I would do everything I could
to find benefactors.
Please consider financially supporting a student. Your
sponsorship will help us continue with our work, provide a
student with educational support, and give them at least a
foothold on the bottom rung of the ladder, from which they
can proceed to climb on their own.
For only $1.65 a day, you can help keep a student in
school. Doesn't every child deserve to have a future?
For more information on the scholarship program, click
Our Programs or write us at careforkidslapaz@yahoo.com.
  
Before I close, I'd like to leave you with a crazy story of
how a solar panel found a good home. A Canadian friend
pondered the possibility of applying electricity to a Vista
Hermosa home by using a solar panel. He bought one at a
reduced cost in Canada, brought it down to La Paz and
secured it to the roof of a family who had no electricity.
He attached it to a marine battery and a power converter
and Voila! light!
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He then got a little carried away with the "just solar power"
idea. He spent five hours shopping for electrical lights and
switches for every room - kitchen, bedrooms, bathroom and
dish washing area - and an antenna for the TV, a frying
pan, bars of soap, a carpet for the children's room so they
wouldn't have to step on the dirt floor, new dog and cat
food dishes, an ice cooler (which they immediately filled),
stacking storage units, folding tables and a radio.
When he arrived the next day to complete all the work, the
battery was dead. The family had gone crazy with
electricity the night before and kept every light in the house
on for hours. They even plugged in an old TV. Needless to
say, the battery needed the day to recharge before it would
even turn on the power converter.
Up until that point, the family hadn't the chance to judge
how much power would be supplied by the solar panel each
day. Now they know. I saw the mom the other day and
asked her how the solar panel was working. With a huge grin
on her face she replied, "Awesome!"
This will be the last newsletter until September. Hope you
all have a great summer.
God bless.
Barbara

                                             How

Can You Help?

Please remember to use the search
engine GoodSearch.com and GoodShop.com
so that our charity can earn money every
time you search the internet or shop online. Go to their website and select Care
for Kids La Paz (Dilworth, MN) as your
designated charity. It doesn't cost users a
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thing and those pennies can really add up!
GoodSearch   GoodShop
We are now on Facebook! If you already
have a Facebook account, go to the Care
for Kids La Paz Facebook page. If you'd
like to receive updates on your newsfeed
such as photos or events, please 'Like' us
and 'Share' us. Liking and sharing us helps
us get around. Facebook
If you're travelling to La Paz, please keep a little space in your luggage for books, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, pencils and children's vitamins.
Also, a d.light S2: The Learning Light so students without electricity can study at night.
There are a number of students with good grades who would like to have a scholarship. If you
would like to share in a special relationship with a student and their family, please drop me a
line for more details at careforkidslapaz@yahoo.com Email address
Help spread the word about Care for Kids La Paz. Do you belong to a group or a school who
would like to hear more about us? We'd love to come and talk about our work. Better yet.
Visit us in beautiful La Paz and you can give your own presentation.
Please keep our charity in your prayers!
May your hearts be continually filled with the love and peace of God.

Mission Statement
Care for Kids La Paz is a non-profit charity dedicated to improving the lives of
impoverished children and families in La Paz, BCS, Mexico. We provide long-term
support by guaranteeing access to food, health care and education to children.
Through our commitment, Care for Kids La Paz strives to achieve lasting improvements in the
quality of life of underprivileged children giving them the opportunity to become healthy,
self-reliant individuals.  
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